
	Title and Author: Magic Tree Hose: Dinosaurs Before Dark by Mary Pope Osborne 



	Grade:  3


	Reading Level: 2.6
	Lexile Level: 240

	Key Understanding: It is important to work together with your sibling despite your differences.  



	Suggested number of days: 3            Common Core ELA Standards:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.3
Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.4
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.

	IEP Goals lesson addresses:

By December, student will execute a story retell by including the setting, main character, problem, sequencing of events, and resolution with 90 percent accuracy on 4 out of  5 assessments.  


      Baselines: 
	Student 
	Vocabulary
	Story Grammar/Comprehension
	Written Language

	Aidan B.
	Student scored below average in vocabulary for grade three in writing sample.  
	Student scored below average in grammar and comprehension for grade three in oral communication and comprehension as displayed in oral comprehension sample. 
	Student scored below average in written language for grade three according to  writing sample.


    Materials: 

	ARK: dinosaur game can be found on Playstation, Xbox and Switch.  
Magic Tree House: Dinosaurs Before Dark by Mary Pope Osborne



	Before Reading

	Cultural Supports, Building Background

Student will participate in a play-through of the game ARK, a video game that will allow the student to study dinosaurs up close.  


	Connecting Activity: (Questions, Conversation about topic):

While playing the game ARK, the student will be exposed to the dinosaurs that the characters in the novel come face to face with.

Additionally, the student will be asked about the dinosaur’s habits, what they eat, in what climates are they found, how do they act.

The student will also be exposed to the tier two vocabulary that it used in the novel as the teacher will use them to describe the dinosaurs. 


	Genre Set-Up, Bridging Conversation, Think-Aloud, Setting Purpose 

(What strategy are you highlighting in your lesson)

The teacher should highlight the tier two vocabulary and the parts of a story, setting, main character, problem, sequencing of events, and resolution.   



       Vocabulary

	Word
	Contextualize Word

In the story…..
	Definition

 ( kid friendly)
	Example beyond story
	Bridge to story

Picture

	Tuck

	Pg 3 “There at the top was a tree house.  It was tucked between two branches.” 
	To push the end of something, like a cloth, paper or tail, into or behind something else. 
	The dog tucked her tail between her legs.  
	Refer to the picture on page 4, show the student how the tree house is tucked into the branches in the picture. 
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	Grip 

	Pg5 “He gripped the sides of the rope ladder and up he went.” 
	To grab or hold something tightly. 
	Aidan gripped his ice cream.  
	Refer to the picture on page 4, ask the student how he would “grip” the ladder?
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	Peering

	Pg 6 “She was peering out the tree house window.”
	To look closely or carefully at something.
	Jake was peering at the cut on his arm.  
	Ask the student what he would imagine is outside the tree house window?
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	Ancient

	Pg 8 “He turned to a picture of an ancient flying reptile.”  
	Very old, having lived a long time.  
	Turtles you see at the zoo can be ancient.  
	Show the student the picture of the dinosaur on the front and ask him if he knows why this animal would be referred to as ancient? Access his prier knowledge if he is struggling by reminding him about all of the dinosaurs we called ancient while playing ARK.
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	Studied

	Pg 9 “Jack studied the picture of the odd-looking creature soaring through the sky.”
	Carefully thought about.  
	Jake studied his book before his test.  
	Show the student the picture of the dinosaur on the cover and ask him to study him.  Then ask him what he notices.
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	Glide 


	Pg 9 “A giant creature was gliding above the treetops!”
	To move in a smooth way.  


	The fish glided across the water.  
	Show the student the picture on page 11 and ask him to act out what the dinosaur is doing.
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Comprehension Strategy

      Before Reading : What is the strategy that you are using to help the child understand the text? These are some examples.
	Make a connection
	Make inferences
	Prediction

	Self Monitor
	Prior Knowledge
	Questioning

	Identify Important Information
	Visualize
	Synthesis


	Comprehension Strategy
	Language (What you say to support, teach the comprehension strategy)

	Make A connection:
Prior Knowledge/ Make Inferences:

	By building some prier knowledge about dinosaurs before reading the novel while playing ARK, the student will have the ability to make connections between the novel and the dinosaurs we find In the game.  This can be done by asking the student questions that draw his attention to different things he can learn by watching the dinosaurs like, what are they eating, where can we find them, what kind of home do they seem to like, do they travel alone?    

Prior knowledge about dinosaurs should be built during this activity in order to support the reading.  This can be done by bringing the students attention to the dinosaurs in a way that encourages the student to study and make inferences about the dinosaurs like, what kind of dinosaur are they if they attack a lot or I wonder why they travel in packs? 


     During Reading : What is the strategy that you are using to help the child understand the text? These are some examples
	Make a connection
	Make inferences
	Prediction

	Self Monitor
	Prior Knowledge
	Questioning

	Identify Important Information
	Visualize
	Synthesis


	Page #
	Comprehension or Vocabulary
	Language you will use to teach, focus or probe for understanding

	1

	Questioning

Make Inferences
	When Jack says, “A real monster in Frog Creek, Pennsylvania,” what information are we getting?

What does Jack mean when he says he likes “real things” and do you think this means he always gets along with his sister?

	2

	Questioning

Making connections

Making predictions
	What is a rope ladder?

Do you remember what we used a rope ladder for when playing ark?

Where might you find rope ladders?

What do you think will happen next?

	3

	Tier two vocabulary: Tucked
	What do you imagine the tree house looks like from the description the story gives us, “there at the top was a tree house.  It was tucked between two trees?”  Remind the student of how we used the vocabulary word tucked when we played Ark

	4

	Visualize
	Look at the picture of the tree house, is that like what you imagined?

	5
	Tier two vocabulary: Gripped

Visualization
	Jack said he “gripped the sides of the rope ladder and up he went,” lets try to imagine what he would look like going up the ladder.  Now lets try and act it out.

	6
	Tier two vocabulary: Peering

Making connections

Inference making
	If Annie is “peering out the tree house,” how is she looking out of the tree house?  Remind the student of how peering was used while playing Ark if they struggle with the word.

What do you think they see outside of the tree house? 

	7
	Inference making

Questioning
	Why do people use bookmarks?  Why do you think these books have bookmarks in them?

	8
	Tier two vocabulary: Ancient 

Making connections

Prior knowledge
	When Jack says the creature is ancient, what is he saying?  Remind the student of how we used the word while playing Ark if they are struggling.

Jack opens the book to a Pteranodon, what do we know about these dinosaurs?  If the student is struggling, remind them that we came upon this dinosaur in Ark.

	9
	Tier two vocabulary: Gliding Studied

Making connections

Visualization 
	What does it mean when it says Jack “studied the picture?”  Remind the student of how we used the vocabulary word studied while playing Ark and what we were doing while using that word, studying the animals.

What do you think the Pteranodon looks like gliding in the sky?  Can we act it out?  Remind the student of when we used the worded glided while playing Ark if they are struggling with this word.  



	10/11
	Questioning

Making connections

Inference making 
	Why do you think the Pteranodon appeared?

Do you remember which books Jack and Annie had in their hand?

What did Jack and Annie say about the books they picked up?

	12
	Making predictions 

Making predictions
	What do you think the narrator means when he says that the tree house was not “in the same oak tree?”

What do you think is going to happen next?


After Reading

Comprehension Questions

	Bloom Taxonomy 

Question Type
	Question: Have a mix of questions

	Knowledge
	Who are the main characters?

Where is the story taking place?

What is a tree house?

What is a Pteranodon?

	Comprehension
	Why did Jack not want to touch any of the books?

Does Jack always get along with Annie?

Are Jack and Annie alike, how do you know?

	Application
	How was the tree house Jack and Annie found different from one you might find in someone’s back yard?

What do dinosaurs look like today?


	Analysis
	What do you think of Annie after she grabbed a book right away even after her brother did not want to touch them?

What do you think of Jack now that you know he likes dinosaur books and what do you think of Annie since she likes books about castles?

What do you think of Jack since he was concerned about getting home on time?


	Synthesis
	What do you think will happen next?

How do you think they will get home?

Imagine you were in Jack and Annie’s place, what would you do?

If Jack and Annie knew were they were going, what do you think they could have packed to help them?

	Evaluation
	Why do you think Annie put so much emphasis into the dinosaur book?

Would it have been better if they ended up in a castle like in the books Annie likes, why or why not?

What do you think would be the most important thing to do first if you found yourself in a strange place?

What type of book would you have chosen if you found the tree house and could travel anywhere?



	Culminating Writing Task
 

	Teacher directions and activities to prepare students for writing:

After reading the first two chapters of this Magic Tree House novel, you are going to write a small story for me about a trip you, and one person you take with you, go on.  Remember, the tree house takes you to any place through a book, so think about a time and place you would like to travel to.  Then think of a person you would take with you and now you are going to write a story telling me about the day you and your guest have in this place.



	Prompt:  If you found the magic tree house and could travel anywhere in a book, choose a destination and describe to me what you, and one person you took with you, would do there.

	Scoring notes or Sample response:

                 Below

                  Approaching

              Meets or Exceeds

Answering the prompt

The student does not answer or address two or more parts of the writing prompt.  

The student does not address or only vaguely mentions one of the parts of the writing prompt, but does address the others.  

The student answers all three parts of the writing prompt directly.  

Grammar and spelling

The student has several or more grammar and or spelling mistakes or makes a few mistakes that makes their response difficult to read.  

The student makes a few grammar and or spelling mistakes, but this does not make their writing difficult to read.  

The student might make one or two grammar or spelling mistakes, but this does not interfere with understanding their writing at all.  

Details and sequencing of events

The student has very few details and or does not sequence the events of their account in a way that a reader can clearly follow.  

The student has some details and or some events in the telling of their story are out of order, however, this does not make their story hard to follow.  

The student has many details about their story that makes the reader understand what they are describing and all details of events are in a sequential order. 




	Differentiation Options (modify by content, process, and/or final product)
 

	 
English Language Learners (ELL)
	The teacher will provide visuals for tier two and three words.

The teacher will provide visuals for certain topics that the student might not be familiar with, like showing the student where Pennsylvania is on a map and showing the student a picture of a tree house.  

The student will be allowed extra time to complete the assignment.

The student and teacher will make a list of any unfamiliar words they find so that they may stop and study these words further to support comprehension. 

The evaluation can be broken down step by step and completed by the student in chunks.

The student can be provided with a graphic organizer in order to complete the evaluation.   

The student may use an augmented technology in order to dictate their answers or in order to have parts of the story read over to them again.  

	 
Language learner disabilities
	The teacher will provide visuals for tier two and three words.

The teacher will provide visuals for certain topics that the student might not be familiar with, like showing the student where Pennsylvania is on a map and showing the student a picture of a tree house.  

The student will be allowed extra time to complete the assignment.

The student and teacher will make a list of any unfamiliar words they find so that they may stop and study these words further to support comprehension. 

The evaluation can be broken down step by step and completed by the student in chunks.

The student can be provided with a graphic organizer in order to complete the evaluation.   


 
Sabrina  Magic Tree House








