
	Title and Source of Text: The Empty Pot by Demi

	Grade: Middle School Deaf Classroom

	Key Understanding: Telling the truth, even when it is hard, is always best.
Content Objective: Students will read and discuss the key understanding of the book The Empty Pot by Demi.
Language Objective: Students will write a narrative describing a time when they told the truth, even when it was challenging to do so.


	Reading Level: 3.8                                                                Lexile Level: 630

Suggested number of days: 3-5
Common Core ELA Standards: RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, W.8.3
IEP Goal Addressed: 
By August 2015, Sally will increase her reading comprehension of a text by stating the central idea and summarizing key details on an unfamiliar story with 70% accuracy when retelling the story The Empty Pot.

By August 2015, Sally will write expanded simple sentences and beginning complex sentences using structured English word order in a simple paragraph with 60% accuracy when writing a simple personal narrative.



Baselines

	Student 
	Vocabulary
	Story Grammar/Comprehension
	Written Language

	Sally
Reading comprehension level: 2.3

Language: 1.1

Reading vocabulary level: 1.7
	Knowledge of English vocabulary needs to improve and expand; she needs to be exposed to new vocabulary in a deliberate way so that she may retain newly learned items.  She uses pictures and known content words to decipher the meaning of text.

	Limited language vocabulary impedes her comprehension; expanding her vocabulary should also expand her comprehension.  She reads word for word instead of reading a sentence as a whole to interpret meaning.  Her understanding of English grammar is also limited, and has trouble answering more challenging wh- questions.
	Sally writes mostly short, simple sentences.  She needs to practice writing more expanded simple sentences and beginning complex sentences.  She benefits from organizing her thoughts in ASL first and then using a graphic organizer to translate those thoughts into written English.


	Text
	Vocabulary

	A long time ago in China there was a boy named Ping who loved flowers.  Anything he planted burst into bloom.  Up came flowers, bushes, and even big fruit trees, as if by magic!

Everyone in the kingdom loved flowers too.

They planted them everywhere, and the air smelled like perfume.

The Emperor loved birds and animals, but flowers most of all, and he tended his own garden every day.  

But the Emperor was very old.  He needed to choose a successor to the throne.

Who would his successor be?  And how would the Emperor choose?  Because the Emperor loved flowers so much, he decided to let the flowers choose.

The next day a proclamation was issued: All the children in the land were to come to the palace.  There they would be given special flower seeds by the Emperor.  “Whoever can show me their best in a year’s time,” he said, “will succeed me to the throne.”

This news created great excitement throughout the land!  Children from all over the country swarmed to the palace to get their flower seeds.

All the parents wanted their children to be chosen Emperor, and all the children hoped they would be chosen too!

When Ping received his seed from the Emperor, he was the happiest child of all.  He was sure he could grow the most beautiful flower.

Ping filled a flowerpot with rich soil.  He planted the seed in it very carefully.

He watered it every day.  He couldn’t wait to see it sprout, grow, and blossom into a beautiful flower!

Day after day passed, but nothing grew in his pot.

Ping was very worried.  He put new soil into a bigger pot.

Then he transferred the seed into the rich black soil.

Another two months he waited.  Still nothing happened.

By and by the whole year passed.

Spring came, and all the children put on their best clothes to greet the Emperor. 

They rushed to the palace with their beautiful flowers, eagerly hoping to be chosen.

Ping was ashamed of his empty pot.  He thought the other children would laugh at him because for once he couldn’t get a flower to grow. 

His clever friend ran by, holding a great big plant.  “Ping!”  he said.  “You’re not really going to the Emperor with an empty pot, are you?  Why couldn’t you grow a great big flower like mine?”

“I’ve grown lots of flowers better than yours,” Ping said.  “It’s just this seed that won’t grow.”

Ping’s father overheard this and said, “You did your best, and your best is good enough to present to the Emperor.”

Holding the empty pot in his hands, Ping went straight away to the palace.

The Emperor was looking at the flowers slowly, one by one.

How beautiful all the flowers were!

But the Emperor was frowning and did not say a word.

Finally he came to Ping.  Ping hung his head in shame, expecting to be punished.

The Emperor asked him, “Why did you bring an empty pot?”

Ping started to cry and replied, “I planted the seed you gave me and I watered it every day, but it didn’t sprout.  I put it in a better pot with better soil, but it didn’t sprout.  I tended it all year long, but nothing grew.  So today I had to bring an empty pot without a flower.  It was the best I could do.”

When the Emperor heard these words, a smile slowly spread over his face, and he put his arm around Ping.  Then he exclaimed to one and all, “I have found him!  I have found the one person worthy of being Emperor!

“Where you got your seeds from, I do not know.  For the seeds I gave you had all been cooked, so it was impossible for any of them to grow.

“I admire Ping’s great courage to appear before me with the empty truth, and now I reward him with my entire kingdom and make him Emperor of all the land!”


	Perfume – a good smell
Emperor – a leader of a nation or country
Proclamation – a public announcement or order
Palace – the home of a king, queen, or emperor
Transferred – to move something from one place to another
Kingdom – a country or nation ruled by a king or emperor



Interacting with Text
	Day(s): 1
Focus: Building Background Knowledge
Content Objective: Students will investigate Chinese traditions and reflect on cross-cultural values and traditions.
Language Objective: Students will share their ideas about Chinese culture and will discuss cross-cultural values.
Summary of Lesson for Day(s): 
1. Students will draw a picture of what they think when they think about China

2. Students will share and explain their pictures in pairs or as a whole class (depending on class size)

3. Students will locate China on a map.
4. Bring whole class together to discuss what they know about China and Chinese traditions.

5. Ask students if they can think of any qualities, characteristics, or values that they think cross cultural boundaries.

6. Tackle the abstract vocabulary words (qualities, characteristics, values) if necessary with a vocabulary chart (picture, sign symbol, print word)

7. Discuss values that the students think might cross cultural boundaries, and be important in all cultures
8. Students will likely come up with ideas like respect and kindness.  Ask guiding questions if students seem to struggle to come up with these ideas:
· What types of values do we have at this school that all students follow, regardless of their culture or background?
· Look at the social contract, what words do you think represent our values there?


Tier 2 Vocabulary
	Word
	Contextualize Word

In the story…..
	Definition

 ( kid friendly)
	Example beyond story
	Bridge to story

Picture

	Successor/Succeed


	“He needed to choose a successor to the throne.”

“…will succeed me to the throne.”
	A person who takes the place of a king, queen, or emperor to become the new king, queen, or emperor
	The king’s son would be his successor to the throne.
	Discuss pictures on page 7 and page 32 of the two Emperors, the old Emperor and Ping as the new Emperor.


	Worthy

	"'I have found him!  I have found the one person worthy of being Emperor!'"
	Deserving praise and respect
	The child was worthy of a perfect attendance prize.
	Discuss picture on page 31 of the Emperor with his arm around Ping, and page 32 of Ping as the new Emperor.

	Shame

	"Ping hung his head in shame, expecting to be punished."
	Feeling guilt or regret because you have done something wrong
	The child felt shame after stealing the candy bar.
	Discuss picture on page 27 of Ping hanging his head in shame.

	Sprout

	"He couldn't wait to see it sprout, grow, and blossom into a beautiful flower!"
	Plants growing
	The vegetable garden was starting to sprout by June.
	Discuss picture on page 23 of Ping’s friend with his sprouted flower.

	Tended

	"'I tended it all year long, but nothing grew.'"
	To take care of something or someone
	The vegetable garden needed to be tended every day for the plants to grow.
	Discuss picture on page 14 of Ping watering the flower.


	Post It Color
	Comprehension or Vocabulary
	Language you will use to teach, focus or probe for understanding



	Blue
	Identify important information
	Tell students that they will use these post-its to mark places in the story that demonstrate characters displaying values or qualities that cross cultural boundaries.  Remind students that these will help them with the key understanding.

	Yellow


	Tier 2 Vocabulary Context Clues
	Place a post-it near the tier 2 vocabulary words to identify context clues that can help you determine the meanings of the vocabulary words.


	Day(s): 2
Focus: Read/discuss text, present target academic words and develop student understanding of target words 

Content Objective: Students will be able to analyze the story using context clues and understanding of target academic vocabulary to translate it into American Sign Language.

Language Objective: Students will retell The Empty Pot accurately in American Sign Language, demonstrating understanding of contextually accurate signs and understanding of target academic vocabulary.

Summary of Lesson for Day(s):  

1. Students will summarize the discussion from yesterday in 5 minutes or less with a partner.  

2. Present the story text with Tier 3 words annotated in margins.  

3. Students will silently read text.  Ask students to find Tier 2 target vocabulary in text, and use post-its to mark them.
4. Students will use context clues first to try to determine meaning of Tier 2 words.  

5. Students will try to sign each word conceptually.   This is important because many of these words have multiple signs based on how the word is used in context.  Students often use the sign they see most frequently, even if it is not accurate given the context.  This can affect a student’s understanding of the meaning of the text.

6. Pass out picture-sign-word graphic organizer to lower level learners and ELLs.  This graphic allows students to draw a picture of the word, shows the correct contextual sign of the word, and allows a space for students to print the word, in that order.  Seeing a picture first and then the sign helps deaf students visualize the word before they see the printed English word.

7. Students will each take a chunk of text for jigsaw activity.
8. They will sign their part using ASL chunking and bridging strategies.  There is often one ASL sign for multi-word phrases in English.  For example: the sentence “A long time ago in China there was a boy named Ping who loved flowers,” is signed using only nine signs in ASL.  Students need to practice reading a sentence, processing what it means, and then signing it conceptually in ASL.  Often students sign every word as they read.  This takes away the overall meaning of the text.  They need to practice slowing down and processing the meaning before they sign it in ASL.  This can increase their overall comprehension of what they are reading. 
9. Correct and clarify any non-conceptual signs used.

10. Students will use their post-its to identify important information to answer the text-dependent questions.

11. Students will complete modified Frayer model for their Tier 2 words for homework to reinforce meanings of the words. 

	Text Passage Under Discussion
	Text-Dependent Questions
	Extended Student Supports

	A long time ago in China there was a boy named Ping who loved flowers.  Anything he planted burst into bloom.  Up came flowers, bushes, and even big fruit trees, as if by magic!

Everyone in the kingdom loved flowers too.

They planted them everywhere, and the air smelled like perfume.

The Emperor loved birds and animals, but flowers most of all, and he tended his own garden every day.  

But the Emperor was very old.  He needed to choose a successor to the throne.

Who would his successor be?  And how would the Emperor choose?  Because the Emperor loved flowers so much, he decided to let the flowers choose.

The next day a proclamation was issued: All the children in the land were to come to the palace.  There they would be given special flower seeds by the Emperor.  “Whoever can show me their best in a year’s time,” he said, “will succeed me to the throne.”

This news created great excitement throughout the land!  Children from all over the country swarmed to the palace to get their flower seeds.

All the parents wanted their children to be chosen Emperor, and all the children hoped they would be chosen too!

When Ping received his seed from the Emperor, he was the happiest child of all.  He was sure he could grow the most beautiful flower.

Ping filled a flowerpot with rich soil.  He planted the seed in it very carefully.

He watered it every day.  He couldn’t wait to see it sprout, grow, and blossom into a beautiful flower!

Day after day passed, but nothing grew in his pot.

Ping was very worried.  He put new soil into a bigger pot.

Then he transferred the seed into the rich black soil.

Another two months he waited.  Still nothing happened.

By and by the whole year passed.

Spring came, and all the children put on their best clothes to greet the Emperor. 

They rushed to the palace with their beautiful flowers, eagerly hoping to be chosen.

Ping was ashamed of his empty pot.  He thought the other children would laugh at him because for once he couldn’t get a flower to grow. 

His clever friend ran by, holding a great big plant.  “Ping!”  he said.  “You’re not really going to the Emperor with an empty pot, are you?  Why couldn’t you grow a great big flower like mine?”

“I’ve grown lots of flowers better than yours,” Ping said.  “It’s just this seed that won’t grow.”

Ping’s father overheard this and said, “You did your best, and your best is good enough to present to the Emperor.”

Holding the empty pot in his hands, Ping went straight away to the palace.

The Emperor was looking at the flowers slowly, one by one.

How beautiful all the flowers were!

But the Emperor was frowning and did not say a word.

Finally he came to Ping.  Ping hung his head in shame, expecting to be punished.

The Emperor asked him, “Why did you bring an empty pot?”

Ping started to cry and replied, “I planted the seed you gave me and I watered it every day, but it didn’t sprout.  I put it in a better pot with better soil, but it didn’t sprout.  I tended it all year long, but nothing grew.  So today I had to bring an empty pot without a flower.  It was the best I could do.”

When the Emperor heard these words, a smile slowly spread over his face, and he put his arm around Ping.  Then he exclaimed to one and all, “I have found him!  I have found the one person worthy of being Emperor!

“Where you got your seeds from, I do not know.  For the seeds I gave you had all been cooked, so it was impossible for any of them to grow.

“I admire Ping’s great courage to appear before me with the empty truth, and now I reward him with my entire kingdom and make him Emperor of all the land!”
	Q1: Why did the Emperor decide that he needed to find a successor to the throne?
Q2: How will the Emperor choose the child who would succeed him to the throne?

             SQ1: What would the children           need to do to be able to become the next Emperor?

Q3: What happened to Ping’s flower?

          SQ2: Describe the process Ping goes through to try to get his flower to grow.

Q4: Why was Ping scared to go to the Emperor?

       SQ3: What is Ping going to bring with him to the Emperor?

Q5: Why does Ping’s father tell him he must go to the Emperor anyway?

       SQ4: What does Ping’s father say to him?

Q6: Why did the Emperor frown at the beautiful flowers?
Q7: What did the children do to make their flowers grow that Ping did not do?
          SQ5: Why didn’t the seeds that the Emperor gave the children grow?

Q8: Why does the Emperor make Ping the new Emperor?
	ELL/Language Learning Difficulties:
Tier 3 vocabulary annotated in the text
ELL/Language  Learning Difficulties:
Picture-sign-word graphic organizer for tier 2 vocabulary

ELL/Language Learning Difficulties:
Modified Frayer model for tier 2 vocabulary

ELL/Language Learning Difficulties:
Post-its to help with comprehension strategies



	Day(s): 3-5 – More days if more time is needed for self and peer editing, and revising drafts of narrative
Focus: Discussion of text-dependent questions and culminating writing task

Content Objective: Students will analyze their responses to the text dependent questions to develop their own narrative.
Language Objective: Students will write a narrative describing a time when they told the truth, even when it was challenging to do so.
Summary of Lesson for Day(s): (Note: These days involve writing a narrative.  This process is much quicker for some deaf students than others.  Thus, while each day is noted separately, some students will move quicker through the process and may only need day 3 and 4, while others may need significantly more time, and may require day 5 or 6 to complete the expectations)  
1. Students will review the vocabulary discussed from the previous day, and complete a short multiple meaning grammar graphic organizer to demonstrate understanding of the Tier 2 vocabulary words.  Students can complete the organizer in pairs or independently.

2. Students will retell the story in partners or independently with the teacher.
3. Teacher may need to utilize guiding questions or picture clue cards to help students with their retell.  Watch for contextually accurate signs.

4. Students will read the text in partners and begin to discuss text-dependent questions in pairs, small groups, and as a class in ASL.

5. They will discuss text-dependent questions in pairs or small groups first, then come together as a class to share out responses in ASL. 

6. Students will discuss how their responses to text-dependent questions can be used in the culminating writing task in whole group using ASL.

7. Students will discuss possible responses to culminating writing prompt in small groups or as a whole class, depending on how much support seems to be needed (whole class would offer less student support than less-threatening small groups).

8. If needed, students will start to brainstorm for their narrative using sign language and video recording their signing.

9. Students will independently complete graphic organizer (if needed) for narratives (using their video recorded responses, if needed)
10. They will take ideas from the graphic organizer to draft a written narrative.

11. Students will self and peer edit their drafts using self and peer editing checklists.

12. Students will revise their drafts in class or as homework as the time allows.

	Text Passage Under Discussion
	Text-Dependent Questions
	Extended Student Supports

	A long time ago in China there was a boy named Ping who loved flowers.  Anything he planted burst into bloom.  Up came flowers, bushes, and even big fruit trees, as if by magic!

Everyone in the kingdom loved flowers too.

They planted them everywhere, and the air smelled like perfume.

The Emperor loved birds and animals, but flowers most of all, and he tended his own garden every day.  

But the Emperor was very old.  He needed to choose a successor to the throne.

Who would his successor be?  And how would the Emperor choose?  Because the Emperor loved flowers so much, he decided to let the flowers choose.

The next day a proclamation was issued: All the children in the land were to come to the palace.  There they would be given special flower seeds by the Emperor.  “Whoever can show me their best in a year’s time,” he said, “will succeed me to the throne.”

This news created great excitement throughout the land!  Children from all over the country swarmed to the palace to get their flower seeds.

All the parents wanted their children to be chosen Emperor, and all the children hoped they would be chosen too!

When Ping received his seed from the Emperor, he was the happiest child of all.  He was sure he could grow the most beautiful flower.

Ping filled a flowerpot with rich soil.  He planted the seed in it very carefully.

He watered it every day.  He couldn’t wait to see it sprout, grow, and blossom into a beautiful flower!

Day after day passed, but nothing grew in his pot.

Ping was very worried.  He put new soil into a bigger pot.

Then he transferred the seed into the rich black soil.

Another two months he waited.  Still nothing happened.

By and by the whole year passed.

Spring came, and all the children put on their best clothes to greet the Emperor. 

They rushed to the palace with their beautiful flowers, eagerly hoping to be chosen.

Ping was ashamed of his empty pot.  He thought the other children would laugh at him because for once he couldn’t get a flower to grow. 

His clever friend ran by, holding a great big plant.  “Ping!”  he said.  “You’re not really going to the Emperor with an empty pot, are you?  Why couldn’t you grow a great big flower like mine?”

“I’ve grown lots of flowers better than yours,” Ping said.  “It’s just this seed that won’t grow.”

Ping’s father overheard this and said, “You did your best, and your best is good enough to present to the Emperor.”

Holding the empty pot in his hands, Ping went straight away to the palace.

The Emperor was looking at the flowers slowly, one by one.

How beautiful all the flowers were!

But the Emperor was frowning and did not say a word.

Finally he came to Ping.  Ping hung his head in shame, expecting to be punished.

The Emperor asked him, “Why did you bring an empty pot?”

Ping started to cry and replied, “I planted the seed you gave me and I watered it every day, but it didn’t sprout.  I put it in a better pot with better soil, but it didn’t sprout.  I tended it all year long, but nothing grew.  So today I had to bring an empty pot without a flower.  It was the best I could do.”

When the Emperor heard these words, a smile slowly spread over his face, and he put his arm around Ping.  Then he exclaimed to one and all, “I have found him!  I have found the one person worthy of being Emperor!

“Where you got your seeds from, I do not know.  For the seeds I gave you had all been cooked, so it was impossible for any of them to grow.

“I admire Ping’s great courage to appear before me with the empty truth, and now I reward him with my entire kingdom and make him Emperor of all the land!”


	Q1: Why did the Emperor decide that he needed to find a successor to the throne?

Q2: How will the Emperor choose the child who would succeed him to the throne?

             SQ1: What would the children           need to do to be able to become the next Emperor?

Q3: What happened to Ping’s flower?

          SQ2: Describe the process Ping goes through to try to get his flower to grow.

Q4: Why was Ping scared to go to the Emperor?

       SQ3: What is Ping going to bring with him to the Emperor?

Q5: Why does Ping’s father tell him he must go to the Emperor anyway?

       SQ4: What does Ping’s father say to him?

Q6: Why did the Emperor frown at the beautiful flowers?

Q7: What did the children do to make their flowers grow that Ping did not do?

          SQ5: Why didn’t the seeds that the Emperor gave the children grow?

Q8: Why does the Emperor make Ping the new Emperor?
	ELL/Language Learning Difficulties:
Multiple meaning graphic organizer for Tier 2 vocabulary
ELL/Language Learning Difficulties:
Support questions for students who need more guidance on text-dependent questions.

ELL/Language Learning Difficulties:
Strategic student grouping for story retell

ELL/Language Learning Difficulties:
Guiding questions for story retell


ELL/Language Learning Difficulties:

Picture clue cards for story retell

ELL/Language Learning Difficulties:
Strategic student grouping for text dependent question discussions

ELL/Language Learning Difficulties:
Graphic organizer for narrative

ELL/Language Learning Difficulties:
Self and peer editing checklists


	Culminating Writing Task

	Teacher directions and activities to prepare students for writing: 
1. Students will spend a few minutes reviewing the story and the key understanding.

2. Ask students if they can explain what a narrative is.

3. Discuss narratives with students

4. Pass out instruction sheet with prompt and grading rubric.

5. Review prompt and grading rubric with students.

6. Provide brainstorming and narrative graphic organizers for students to select.

	Prompt: Describe a time when you had to be honest and tell the truth, even when it was difficult to do so.


	Sample student response/scoring notes: See attached school-wide narrative grading rubric



	Appendices (optional)

	Appendix A: Text selection checklist
Appendix B: Student text handout

Appendix D: Modified Frayer Model

Appendix E: Vocabulary parts of speech organizer

Appendix G: Model narrative graphic organizers

Appendix H: Peer and self editing checklists

Appendix I: Narrative school-wide grading rubric

Appendix J: Picture-sign-word graphic organizer




	Extended Student Supports

	Copy of text with enlarge print for low vision and Tier 3 vocabulary annotated

Support questions to support students with the text-dependent questions

Modified Frayer model

Narrative graphic organizer (student choice of two options)

Strategic peer grouping – when applicable

Parts-of-speech graphic organizer

Extra time

Peer editing and self editing checklists

Possible mini-lessons/discussion as needed

Picture-Sign-Word graphic organizer
Students video tape their signed narrative to help organize thoughts

Guiding questions to help with story retell.

Picture clue cards to help with story retell.


Close Reading Lesson Template








