
	Title and Author: The Kite Runner By: Khaled Hosseini

	Grade: 10

	Reading Level: 9 -12
	Lexile Level: 740-1010L 


	Key Understanding: 
Afghanistan’s government changed from a monarchy to a republic after the Soviet Union infiltrated Afghanistan.

True friendship is hard to come by.

It is not always easy to do the right thing.

Courage helps friendship flourish.



	Suggested number of days: 3-4

Common Core ELA Standards:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6
Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

	IEP Goals lesson addresses

By December 2017 Sasha will increase her expressive language as measured by her ability when given a list of 10 tier-two vocabulary words to define and write then in a sentence with 80% accuracy.

By December 2017 Sasha will increase her reading comprehension as evidenced by her ability to a retell  of a read aloud including story elements ( characters, setting, initiating event, character feelings, solution and sequence of events) with 5 of 6 story elements.




      Baselines: If scores are not available to you create a sample score that a student might have.
	Student 
	Vocabulary
	Story Grammar/Comprehension
	Written Language

	Sasha
	Sasha is in the “low “ range in receptive and expressive vocabulary. She received less a 69 Standard Score for receptive vocabulary and a 68 Standard Score for Expressive Vocabulary according to the WIAT III.
	Received a Standard Score of 70 on Core Language (Recalling sentences, formulating sentences, word definitions)
	Sasha is in the 34% rank in written language according to the WIAT III.

	
	
	Sasha is in the “very low average” range when It comes to expressive language according to the WIAT III.
	


    Materials: 
	· The Kite Runner

· Copies of the “Character List”
· Copies of the “Differences between Pashtuns and Hazara” article
· Copies of “Timeline: Soviet War in Afghanistan”
· Venn Diagram Online Tool



	Before Reading

	Cultural Supports, Building Background Knowledge
Before reading, it is imperative for Sasha to know the differences in the cultures of Afghanistan. The teacher will provide Sasha with a Main Character list (those that are only pertinent to this chapter) and read about the differences between the “Pashtuns” and who were the “Hazaras.” In this specific, chapter, the author makes it obvious that people were judged based on what culture they were born into. “Hazaras” were looked at as inferior to the “Pashtuns.” However, it is obvious that both Amir (Pashtun) and Hassan (Hazara) did not care about their differences, at least in this chapter. (As one continues reading, Amir becomes ashamed of Hassan and ignores a horrific crime done to Hassan.) They showed that friendship can overcome obstacles.
It is also important to know that in this chapter, the Soviet Union (known as Russia today) infiltrated Afghanistan with a coup d’etat. The Soviet Union turned Afghanistan from a monarchy to a republic. In this chapter, both Amir and Hassan hear gunshots throughout the course of the night. They later realized that a foreign nation was overthrowing their government. They cannot comprehend what is going on but they know that there will be major reform due to this action.


	Connecting Activity: (Questions, Conversation about topic):

There are two different concepts the teacher will teach during the before-reading activity. The teacher will ask Sasha to read aloud the article on the difference between Pashtuns and Hazaras. We will take turns reading it aloud to make it a “popcorn activity.” As the article is being read, the teacher will ask Sasha if she can make any connections between the differences between Pashtuns and Hazaras in Afghanistan and two cultural groups that do not get along in the United States. By doing this activity, Sasha will be connecting her prior knowing (the before-reading strategy) to the text. If the student cannot connect the cultures in Afghanistan to the cultures in the United States, the teacher will facilitate the discussion by using questioning techniques.

After this activity, the teacher will present a timeline of the Soviet Union’s War in Afghanistan (http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7883532.stm). The teacher will cover the difference between a monarchy, republic, and democracy. The student and the teacher will then collaborate and complete a Venn Diagram according to how the government of the United States compares and contrasts to the government in Afghanistan today (http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/venn_diagrams/). 


	Genre Set-Up, Bridging Conversation, Think-Aloud, Setting Purpose 
(What strategy are you highlighting in your lesson)
The teacher will explain that The Kite Runner is a novel based on true events that happened in Afghanistan. The characters are not real, however, they portray real people and symbolize the prejudice that occurred, and still happens, today in Afghanistan (and even the United States.) The teacher will explain that the student should be using her prior knowledge (what she already knows) to make connections to the text, herself, and the world (preparing her for the during-reading comprehension strategy). The teacher will explain to Sasha that the purpose of the text is to get a general understanding of how the government of Afghanistan changed due to the Soviet Union forces. She will also be asked to develop a connection between the prejudice that Hassan faces in this chapter and to connect it to her background knowledge or her experiences of how prejudice and racism exists in our society today. Some students may not think that they can connect themselves to a novel set in Afghanistan, but the purpose of the text is to demonstrate how much we truly have in common.



       Vocabulary

	Word
	Contextualize Word

In the story…..
	Definition

 ( kid friendly)
	Example beyond story
	Bridge to story

Picture

	Coup d’état

	“The end, the official end, would come first in April 1978 with the communist coup d’état, and then in December 1979, when Russian tanks would roll into the very same streets where Hassan and I played, bringing the death of Afghanistan I new and marking the start of a still ongoing era of bloodletting. (page 36)
	(noun) A sudden attempt by a group of people to take over the government usually through violence
	After the successful coup d’état in Turkey, Timmy had to move in with his family in Ireland for safety.
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	abolished

	“The constitutional monarchy had been abolished, replaced by a republic, led by a president of a republic.” (page 43)
	(verb) To officially end or stop (something, such as, a law) to completely do away with (something)
	The United States abolished slavery in the 1800s.
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	reform

	“For the next couple of years, the word economic development and reform danced on a lot of lips in Kabul.” (page 43)
	(verb) To improve something or someone by removing or correcting faults, problems, etc.
	The healthcare system in the United States needs to be reformed.
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	Trepidation 

	“Neither one of us said much of anything as we walked home in trepidation, certain that Assef and his friends would ambush us every time we turned a corner.” (page 43)

	(noun) A feeling of fear that causes you to hesitate because you think something bad or unpleasant is going to happen
	She ran home from her friend’s house late at night, by herself, and without her cell phone in trepidation.
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	coaxed

	“Every year, he pretended not to know what Baba had bought Hassan or me for our birthdays. And every year, his eyes betrayed him and we coaxed the goods out of him.” (page 44).
	(verb) To influence or persuade someone to do something by talking in a gentle and friendly way
	I coaxed the cat out of the tree by offering him a treat and said softly, “Come here kitty.”
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Comprehension Strategy
      Before Reading : What is the strategy that you are using to help the child understand the text? These are some examples.
	Make a connection
	Make inferences
	Prediction

	Self Monitor
	Prior Knowledge
	Questioning

	Identify Important Information
	Visualize
	Synthesis


	Comprehension Strategy
	Language (What you say to support, teach the comprehension strategy)

	
	


     During Reading : What is the strategy that you are using to help the child understand the text? These are some examples
	Make a connection
	Make inferences
	Prediction

	Self Monitor
	Prior Knowledge
	Questioning

	Identify Important Information
	Visualize
	Synthesis


	Comprehension Strategy
	Language (What you say to support, teach the comprehension strategy)

	Making Connections

Students will learn how to make connections between text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to world.

	I will model how to use this comprehension strategy by dividing a piece of chart paper into 3 different sections: text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world. On each of these sections, I will write guided questions to enable students to reflect on the text and make connections between other books, themselves, and the world.

Text-to-text reflecting questions:

· What does this remind you of in another book you have read?

· How is this text similar to other things you have read?

· How is this text different from other things you have read?
Text-to-self reflecting questions:

· What does this story remind you of?

· Can you relate to the characters in the story?

· Does anything in this story remind you of anything in your own life?
Text-to-world reflecting questions:

· What does this remind you of in the real world?

· How are events in this story similar to things that happen in the real world?

· How are events in this story different from things that happen in the real world?

As I am reading the story, I will vocally ask myself these questions and make connections to the text aloud. Each connection will be color-coded. I will give students 3 different color post-it notes: text-to-text (pink), text-to-self (blue), and text-to-world (green). When students make a connection in the text, they can label this connection with a post-it note and write a short description. They will then use these notes at the end of the lesson to fill out a graphic organizer.



	Page #
	Comprehension or Vocabulary
	Language you will use to teach, focus or probe for understanding

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


After Reading
Comprehension Questions

	Bloom Taxonomy 

Question Type
	Question: Have a mix of questions

	Knowledge
	

	Comprehension
	

	Application
	

	Analysis
	

	Synthesis
	

	Evaluation
	


	Culminating Writing Task
 

	Teacher directions and activities to prepare students for writing 



	Prompt: Have you ever experienced prejudice because of your physical appearance, how you speak, your culture, etc.? Give at least one example and tell me how you felt while experiencing such prejudice. What are some ways you cope with this prejudice?

	Scoring notes or Sample response:


	Differentiation Options (modify by content, process, and/or final product)
 

	 
English Language Learners (ELL)
	

	 
Language learner disabilities
	


 
 
  Any visuals or other supporting documents that you feel support this lesson.
 Lesson Template








